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Sandra K. Mathews, Ph.D. 

        Sandra Mathews lived in 
New Mexico for ten years after 
completing her undergraduate 
studies in History and Spanish 
at Nebraska Wesleyan 
University. During that time, 
she completed her Masters 
Degree in Latin American 
Studies and Ph.D. in History of 
the American West and Latin 
America at University of New 
Mexico.    
        Dr. Mathews is currently 
Professor of History at 
Nebraska Wesleyan University 
where she has taught American 
West, American Indian History, 
Western Women's History, 
Latin American History, and 
Environmental History for the 
past 15 years. 

F 
or over 100 years, most scholars have questioned 
the land grants purportedly given by Governor 
Domingo Jironza Petris de Cruzate to numerous 

New Mexico pueblos in 1689.   Thrown out as forgeries by 
William M. Tipton of the Court of Private land claims at the 
end of the 19th century, these documents have continued to 
find their way into legal cases involving Pueblo Land grants. 

 Most monographs related to New Mexico land grants 
refer to them simply as “spurious.”  One of the best clues to 
their origins involves an early district court case, Acoma 
Pueblo v. Vicente Avilucea, [José] Ramón Sánchez, and 
Victor de la O (1854 and 1857).  Sandra’s dissertation, “The 
‘Nineteenth-Century’ Cruzate Grants: Pueblos, Peddlers, 
and the Great Confidence Scam?” is the only book-length 
manuscript that attempts to determine who wrote the 
grants, when, and why.  After writing a few other books, 
Sandra’s attention has returned once again to the enigma of 
the Cruzate grants.  Sandra will share some of her findings 
during her presentation, as well as the intrigue that 
surrounds their origins. 

Financial support for the Scholars Program is made possible 
through a partnership between the Historical Society of New 
Mexico and the Office of State Historian, a Division of the State 
Records Center and Archives. Under the program, fellowships of up 
to $1,000 are awarded to students and other scholars to perform 
research in New Mexico archival repositories on topics relating to 
New Mexico history and culture.  Funding for the fellowships is 
made possible through the generosity of several non-profit 
organizations.  These include the Humanities Council of New 
Mexico, the Ellison Family Grant, the Center for Regional Studies at 
the University of New Mexico, the King/Carpenter Foundation and 
the Historical Society's Paul Carpenter Education Fund and Jane 
Sanchez Legacy Fund. The partnership allows the continuation of a 
program that had been suspended due to budgetary limitations at 
the State Records Center and Archives. 
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