
Zia Pueblo Agriculture and Water 

Use Through the Centuries 

Tiller Research, Inc. 



FINAL DRAFT REVIEW COPY 

Zia Pueblo 
Agriculture and Water Use 

Through The Centuries 

submitted to 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Albuquerque Area Office 

Contract No. MOOC14204520 

by 

Ward Alan Minge, Ph.D. 

Tiller Research, Inc. 
February, 1987 



CONTENTS 

Earliest Written Records Described Farming at Zia 1 

Early Spanish Laws and Missionaries Encouraged 

Indian Farming and Grazing 9 

Disruptions Caused by the Pueblo Revolt 13 

Zia in the Eighteenth Century to 1821 19 

Zia Land Acquisitions in the Eighteenth Century 24 

Zia Lands During the Mexican Period, 1821-1846 27 

Pueblo of Zia Census Through Spanish and Mexican 

Rule 30 



and down the river, but the main thrust took Coronado into 

the plains of Kansas in search of Quivira. Meanwhile, 

relations with the Tiwas deteriorated for reasons not 

altogether clear and ended with what probably was a ghastly 

siege during which numerous Indians and Spaniards died. The 

Tiwas fled leaving the Spaniards nearly destitute and under 

these conditions they turned to the Keres villages for help, 

particularly Zia.1 

Pedro Castaneda, chronicler for this expedition, 

described the initial contact with Zia this way: 

At the end of the siege, as we have already 
stated, the general sent a captain to Chia [Zia] a 
fine pueblo with a large population, which had 
sent messages offering submission. It was 
situated four leagues west of the river [Rio 
Grande]. They found the pueblo quiet and left in 
its care four bronze cannons which were in bad 
condition. In addition six men went to Quiriz 
[Keres], a province containing seven pueblos 
[thought to include Santo Domingo, Santa Ana, San 
Felipe, Cochiti, and others]. At the first 
pueblo, which must have contained one hundred 
residents, the people ran away, not daring to wait 
for our men. The latter ran to intercept them and 
brought them back, fully protected, to their 
pueblo and homes. From there the Spaniards sent 
word to the other pueblos in order to restore 
their confidence. Th>js the whole region was 
gradually reassured. 

Juan de Jaramillo, a captain on the same expedition, 

told of how the same group found fifteen terraced pueblos 

along the Tiguex (Rio Grande) and all the buildings were 

made of mud, not stone. Away from the river in other 

arroyos Joining the river were other pueblos. 

Three of them were, for Indian pueblos, quite 
worth seeing, particularly one called Chia [Zia], 
another Uraba, and another Ciquique [Taos and 
Pecos]. Uraba and Ciquique have many tall houses 
two stories high. All of the other pueblos and 
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these have maize, beans, calabashes, skins, and 
some feather quilts which they make by twisting 
the feathers and fastening them with thread, 
forming a smooth weave with which they make the 
blankets to keep themselves warm. All the pueblos 
have estufas underground, well protected, although 
not very elaborate. The natives grow and gather 
very small amounts of cotton, with whieh they 
weave the blankets that I have told about. 

Clearly, the Pueblos, including Zia, farmed to the extent of 

cultivating corn, beans, squash, and cotton; but none of 

these early reports go into detail as to how they farmed. 

Castaneda, in discussing the Keres along the Rio Grande, did 

write, "The land is so fertile that they need to cultivate 

only once a year, just for planting, for the snow falls and 

covers the fields, and the maize grows under the snow. In 

one year they harvest enough for seven years."* 

After Coronado, Father Fray Agustin Rodriquez and 

Francisco Sanchez Chamuscado arrived forty years later in 

1581. The former sought converts while the latter was more 

Interested in finding mines and wealth. Hernan Gallegos, 

their diarist, described visiting a Valladolid among many 

pueblo sites, which modern scholars Identify with the pueblo 

of Zia. Wrote Gallegos: "It had two hundred houses of 

three and four stories." Little more was written about Zia 

on this occasion except that the pueblo was located along a 

stream that emptied Into the Guadalquivir (Rio 

Grande) .5 

The above expedition left two friars at Puaray before 

returning to Mexico, and anxiety for their safety gave rise 

to a "rescue" mission under the wealthy Antonio de Espejo. 

He had organized some forty persons including a dozen to 
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fourteen soldiers who proceeded to Puaray where a confronta

tion with resident Tiwas Indians ended in tragedy. From 

here, Espejo traveled far and wide in search of mines. Two 

major reports survived this expedition: Diego Perez de 

Luxan and Espejo's own. Luxan had quite a bit more to say 

about Zia that Gallegos. It was described as an important 

city of 1,000 houses and 4,000 men over fifteen years of 

age, in addition to women and children. 

Impressed by the size of Zia, Luxan with some descrip

tive evidence stated of their farming: 

In this city and province we raised the flag in 
the name of his Majesty and took possession. A + 
was erected and its meaning explained to the 
natives. They gave us many turkeys, such a large 
quantity of tortillas that they had to be returned 
to the pueblo, and also a quantity of corn and 
other vegetables. The houses are of three and 
four stories, extremely high and well built. The 
people are cleanly. 

There was no indication of size of farming areas or where 

the farming was carried on.° 

Antonio de Espejo reported conditions in New Mexico to 

Spanish authorities in similar detail and his recollection 

of Zia included a flowing river. --- - _ 

We left the province of Quires and, after two 
days of travel covering fourteen leagues, came to 
another, called Punames, containing five pueblos. 
The principal town, named Zia, was a very large 
pueblo, through which I walked with my companions. 
It had eight plazas, and better houses than the 
ones previously described. Most of these houses 
were whitewashed and painted in colors with 
pictures in the Mexican style. Zia is situated on 
the banks of a medium-sized river which flows from 
the north and joins the Rio del Norte [Rio 
Grande]. Near a sierra in this province there are 
large numbers of people, apparently more than 
twenty thousand. Here the Indians gave us cotton 
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blankets and ample supplies of corn, turkeys, and 
bread made of corn flour. They were very neat, 
both in the preparation of their food and in 
everything else, more so than the inhabitants of 
any other province we had seen thus far. Their 
clothes and form of government were similar to 
those of the people we had seen previously. Here 
we were told of another province to the northeast 
[Jemez], which we made plans to visit. In this 
pueblo we heard that there were mines near by, in 
the sierra, and they showed us rich ores obtained 
from them. 

This account substantiated that of Luxan and both gave 

Europeans of their day the impression that there were large 

settlements along the Rio Grande and its tributaries, that 

the inhabitants were agrarians living in large villages and 

friendly.7 

The first Spanish settlers arrived under the leadership 

of Don Juan de Onate in 1598. Acknowledged by historians as 

the first colonizer of this northern frontier of Spain, he 

had royal permission and a license to settle; and his 

arrival had profound legal implications for all the Pueblo 

Indians, including Zia. On 30 April 1598 Onate took 

possession of New Mexico, its kingdoms and provinces, "and 

those adjacent and neighboring, discoverer, settler, and 

pacifier of them and of said kingdoms, for our king our 

lord."8 

c 
Onate and the colonists entered New Mexico from the 

south and traveled up the Rio Grande, exploring and noting 

the inhabitants, natural resources, and looking for a likely 

place to begin a settlement. On June 27, 1598 the party 

arrived in the vicinity of modern day Bernalillo and on June 

29 he reported the maese de campo, the sargento major, and 

Father Fray Cristobal de Salazar discovered Zia (appearing 
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as Tsia in the Onate documents). However, the Spaniards 

frequent references to Tsia were virtually non-descriptive. 

One learned that the main village was large and there was 

very little more except for a general description Onate 

rendered about the Rio Grande valley at this time. 

In a general report of matters to the viceroy in Mexico 

City and the royal family's highest representative in the 

New World, Onate described the Pueblo population, including 

Zia, as numbering some 60,000 Indians. Their towns were 

likened to the Spanish, built around rectangular plazas and: 

. . .They have no streets. At the pueblos where 
there are many plazas or large houses, they are 
joined by narrow passageways between the build
ings. Where there are fewer people, the houses 
are two and three stories high, of an estado and a 
half each, or an estado [5 to 6 feet] and a third, 
but there are some houses and even entire pueblos 
with four, five, six, and seven stories. 

The dress of the Indians consists of cotton 
or agave blankets, well decorated, white or black; 
it is very good clothing. Others dress in buffalo 
skins, of which there is great abundance. These 
furs have a beautiful wool; I am sending you some 
samples of what they make of it. This land is 
plentiful in meat of the buffalo, sheep with huge 
antlers, and native turkeys. At Mohoce and Zuni 
there Is game of all kinds. There are many -wild 
animals and beasts: lions, bears, tigers, wolves, 
pencias [?], ferrets, porcupines, and others. The 
natives tan and use their skins. To the west 
there are bees and very white honey, of which I am 
sending a sample. Their corn and vegetables, and 
their salines, are the best and largest to be 
found anywhere in the world. 

There is great abundance and variety of ores; 
those I mentioned above are very rich. Some 
discovered around here do not seem so, although we 
have hardly started to examine the many things 
that there are. There are fine grape vines, 
rivers, and woods with many oak and some cork 
trees; there are also fruits, melons, grapes, 
watermelons, Castilian plums, capulins, pinon, 
acorns, native nuts, coralejo, which is a delicate 
fruit, and other wild plants. There are many fine 
fish in this Rio del Norte [Rio Grande] and other 
streams. From the metals that we find here, we 
can obtain all colors and the finest. 
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Clearly, Onate wanted the viceroy to understand that his 

colony was established in a land of abundance where the 

natives appeared friendly, for the most part, farmed, and 

were not unlike themselves in many ways. 

Along with taking possession of New Mexico for the king 

of Spain, assessing the situation, and attempting to settle, 

Onate brought the friendly Pueblo Indians under his control 

through formal Acts of Obedience and Vassalage. These he 

performed at the various pueblos, those up and down the Rio 

Grande first. For Zia and other Keres, the act occurred 

both at Santo Domingo and at San Juan on 7 July and 9 

September 1598, respectively; and there appeared leaders 

from Zia at both.* Zia appears as Tsia in the Spanish and 

apparently Zia was linked with Jemez during these initial 

encounters.* At Santo Domingo: Pastaca, captain of the 

Emmes (Jemez) and of the pueblos named Yxcaguayo, Qiameca, 

Tzia, Quiusta, Lecca, Potze, Tziaguatzi, Tzyiti, and Caatzo. 

Atequita, captain of the Tzias and of the pueblos of Comitze 

and Ayquin. Paguia, captain of the pueblos of Tziati and 

Pequen. Historians have been unable to identify these 

pueblos with any certainty except for Zia. Here the name 

appeared in three ways, Tzia, Tzios, and Tziati; and in 

context, it would appear that during this period, around 

1600, Zia was composed of several pueblos or settlements. 

At San Juan, the chieftains were not identified but were 

noted as"Indian captains of the provinces of the Chiguas 

(Tiwas), Puaray, Cherechos (Keres), Tzias, Teguas (Tewas). 

Pecos, Picuris, and Taos, and a certain number of their 
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people in the main kiva of this Pueblo and valley of San 

Juan Bautista." 

The assembled leaders were told of God and Christianity 

and of the king of Spain who would "maintain them in peace 

and justice, defending them against their enemies and 

prospering them in many ways and in matters pertaining to 

their political and economic welfare, as here set forth." 

Onate stated that they understood and expressed their desire 

on their own free will to render obedience to God and the 

king. 

Whereupon the governor reminded them once more 
that they should realize that to render obedience 
and vassalage to God and the King meant to submit 
to the laws and commands of God and the King, who 
rewarded those who kept his commands and punished 
severely those who broke them, and that they must 
consider carefuUy whether they wanted to render 
this obedience." 

Again, as reported, the chieftains considered the 

significance of the act and determined to render obedience 

and vassalage to God and king. And as a symbol and pledge, 

they knelt before Onate and the father commissary and kissed 

their hands. 

The early Spanish chroniclers correctly identified Zia, 

but their recordings left few details as to the extent of 

tribal holdings. There appeared to be some mistaken 

identification with the Jemez villages farther north and 

west, but nevertheless the Spanish found more than one 

pueblo occupied by Zia. Adolph Bandelier in a Final Report 

of Investigations Among the Indians of the Southwestern 

United States t published in 1892, found ruins of two 

villages near the main pueblo. 
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There are ruins in the vicinity, which I had not 
time to investigate, of former pueblos of the Cia 
tribe. Opposite the present town stands the 
remains of Ka-kan A-Tza Tia, and north of the 
present Cia lies Ko-ha-say-a. I was told that in 
ancient times war broke out between the two 
villages, because the people of the former stole 
the girls of the latter. The people of Ka-kan 
A-tza Tia were driven to the south by an attempt 
of those at Ko-ha-say-a to burn their pueblo with 
turpentine, and the latter moved to the site of 
Cia. 

Bandelier was acquainted with the earlier Spanish reports 

and concluded the Zia occupied more villages in earlier 

times. In 1956 Florence Hawley Ellis and the living Zia's 

identified the sites of these villages by name as well as 

two other sizable Zia sites all datable sherds as existent 

in the Spanish period (Ellis 1959).11 

Early Spanish Laws and Missionaries Encouraged 
Indian Farming and Grazing 

The Impact of Colonizing New Mexico began: 

Spanish officials and missionaries set about establishing 

government ̂ and coping as best they could. In 1609 the crown 

commanded the viceroys of New Spain (Mexico) to enforce and 

support conversion and pacification of New Mexico. They 

were to appoint governors, especially qualified, whowould 

carry on this work: and in view of the shortages in 

missionaries, they were to establish these goals but at the 

same time with minimal expense to the treasury. As a tool 

governors in the seventeenth century were allowed to issue 

encomienda grants to settlers who agreed to convert 

the Indians to Catholicism, reduction of pueblos, help in 

the construction of churches and instruction in Christian 

doctrine. In turn the encomenderos received services from 
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not been paid for furnishing grain, for manufacturing 

stockings, washing hides, tanning leather, painting leather 

door hangings, and making shoes and leather doublets. Zia, 

along with Jemez and Santa Ana, furnished carpenters to 

build the governor's wagons. All his wagons were built near 

Puaray (across the river, west of Bernalillo) and used in 

transporting supplies.13 

The Franciscans also lodged complaints against Governor 

Lopez for his neglect of the Pueblos. They held that the 

missions suffered loss of sheep, cattle, and oxen because of 

the governor's refusal to permit the services of Indians 

without pay as farmers and herdsmen. The Franciscans relied 

on supplies from the Pueblos for subsistence. The list 

compiled in 1660 or 1661 indicated that the Indians at the 

various pueblos had become farmers and herdsmen possibly as 

a large scale business for the clergy. The list of animal 

losses includes some at Zia: 

Convent of Santo Domingo 1378 head 
Convent of San Felipe 343 head 
Convent of Gallsteo 100 head 
Convents of Chllill and Tajlque 1350 head 
Convent of Cuarac .._ 400 head. 
Convents of Abo and Jumanos 1347 head 
Convent of San Marcos 798 head 
Convent of Santa Fe 800 head 
Convent of Sandia 801 head 
Convent of Sia 350 head 
Convent of Santa Ana 250 head 
Convent of Isleta 400 head 

Total Losses 8317 head 

The fathers also complained of heavy losses in grain because 

Governor Lopez' directive prohibited hiring Indians to work 

the fields. France V. Scholes, leading authority on New 

Mexico in the seventeenth century, concluded the ecclesias-



tical petitions to Governor Lopez indicated "the large scale 

farming and herding business carried on by the 

clergy." 

The Franciscans began their ministrations at Zia quite 

early. Don Juan de Onate assigned Father Fray Andres 

Corchado to the province of Tzias (Zia) and the pueblos of 

Tamaya (Santa Ana), Yacco, Toxagua, and Pelcheu; the 

province of Acoma and the surrounding and adjoining pueblos; 

the province of Zuni; and the province of Hopi, "with all 

its pueblos, all lying west of the great pueblo of Zia." No 

records survived to show whether Father Fray Corchado spent 

any time at all there. George Kubler, author of the 

comprehensive Religious Architecture of NewMexico, found 

the earliest references to Father Fray Cristobal de Quiros 

prior to 1620 and believed the church, Nuestra Senora de la 

Asuncion, was begun prior to 1614, and rebuilt possibly in 

the years 1692, 1706, and 1923.15 

In 1650 Zia reportedly had a church, and agrarian 

pursuits under Franciscan supervision were being practiced. 

According to reports to Spanish authorities, the Keres 

(Queres) nation, including Zia, 

. . .extends for more than ten leagues, in which 
there must be more than four thousand souls, all 
baptized. It has three convents and churches, 
very spacious and attractive, in addition to the 
one in each pueblo, all of this achieved through 
the industry, courage, and care of Father Fray 
Cristobal de Quiros, a great minister versed in 
the very difficult language of this nation. He 
has taught and trained these Indians well, not 
only in things pertaining to our holy Catholic 
Faith but in the ways of civilization, such as 
reading, writing, and singing, as well as playing 
all kinds of musical instruments. He has them in 
a very docile mood, but he also experienced many 
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?ersonal dangers and sufferings to bring them to 
heir present state, for he is a frair of great 
ardor. The soil is very fertile and yields 
abundantly of all that Is sown in it; the province 
also enjoys good fishes, since it is on the banks 
of the Rio del Norte. 

The author of the above remarks was Father Fray Alonso de 

Benavides who spent five years as custodian-commissary in 

New Mexico between 1625 and 1630.16 

Historians credit Zia with a church and convent in the 

seventeenth century with continuous missionary service at 

the missions of Nuestra Senora de la Ascuncio from about the 

year 1613. The list of known friars who served there along 

with their dates included Fray Cristobal de Quiros, 

1613-1617; Fray Agustin de Burgos, 1622; Fray Francisco 

Alvarez, 1640-1641; Fray Tomas de Alvarado, 1662; Fray 

Nicolas de Enriquez, 1665; Fray Pedro de Villegas, 1666; 

Fray Lucas Maldonado, 1670-1671; Fray Felipe Pacheco, 1672; 

and Fray Nicolas Hustado, 1680. The reportedly 800 

inhabitants of this province circa 1641 and Santa Ana, 

downstream, became a visita, serviced by the Franciscan 
17 

stationed at Zia. 

Disruptions Caused by the Pueblo Revolt 

The Indian rebellion in New Mexico starting on 10 

August 1680 had an immediate and profound effect on all the 

pueblos. While Governor Antonio de Otermin and settlers 

were besieged in Santa Fe, Spanish soldiers and religious 

fled Jemez and Zia that afternoon and night. According to 

depositions made later at Isleta and at El Paso, partici

pants agreed with this account of escape from Jemez and Zia, 

adding that the party had gone to the pueblo of Santa Ana 
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"of the same nation as those of Zia" and were told by some 

women that the men had "gone to kill all the 

Spaniards."18 

Governor Otermin, unharmed, abandoned Santa Fe and with 

colonists and a retreating army moved down the Rio del Norte 

(Rio Grande), passing through San Felipe and the Tiwa 

villages, stopping at various Spanish haciendas while hoping 

to reach the friendly Pueblo Indians at Isleta. On 25 and 

26 August 1680, the colonists spotted Indians on the 

mountains all around and otherwise found abandoned pueblos 

and haciendas sites. Most of the animals had been taken 

from the Spanish settlements, and the Spaniards regretted 

losing the cattle which were to feed them during the 

retreat. 

Farming was interrupted and out of fear of retaliation, 

most likely, the Santa Ana, Jemez, and Zia Indians moved to 

"a high mesa which Is near the pueblo of Los Jemez," accord

ing to the Indian Juan, explaining all this to Governor 

Otermin who returned north to Isleta the following year. 

The reconquest planned by the governor did not succeed but 

caused the Indians to flee for refuge in the mountains. The 

Spaniards arrived at Isleta In December 1681, but after 

excursions as far north as Cochiti, they decided to return 

to El Paso. Word had spread throughout the Indian villages 

that the Spaniards had recaptured Isleta and put the Indians 

to death. As the soldiers marched northward then, they 

discovered all had fled taking animals with them. Those of 

San Felipe, Santo Domingo, and Cochiti sought refuge in the 
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mountains above Cleneguilla. As cited, the Jemez, Zia, and 

Santa Ana fled to a mesa near Jemez. As the Spaniards began 

entreaties with the various groups, they discovered that 

nearly all the Pueblo tribes were represented among the 

revolutionaries, except Hopi. 

Not farming their traditional lands and removed from 

normal supplies, the Indians suffered from hunger and cold. 

All were divided on the question of returning and reestab

lishing relations with the Spaniards. The younger ones did 

not want to make peace and plotted to ambush the Spaniards 

upon their return at Cochiti. Others sought to make peace 

treaties yet the unsettled conditions appeared in the events 

described below: 

Unaware of treason on the part of the Indians 
[the Queres and Jemez warriors being in ambush 
nearby, were, at a prearranged signal from Catiti, 
to attack the Spaniards with clubs, while the 
other Indians under Don Luis and El Ollita were to 
make away with the horses], Juan Domingues de 
Mendoza at Cochiti on the day following the 
conclusion of the peace pacts with the Indians, 
December 15, dispatched the Tano captain who had 
remained over night with the Spaniards and a Tano 
domestic employed in the Spanish service to the 
Indian camp. In due time they returned with the 
captains of six pueblos evidently, Alameda, - — 
Puaray, Sandla, San Felipe, Santo Domingo, and 
Cochiti, who conferred further with Mendoza. The 
Tigua Indians and the Keres Indians of Zia asked 
for letters to their caciques announcing the news 
of the peace pacts. Mendoza addressed the letters 
as requested and then made a talk to his visitors 
in which he congratulated them on their stand for 
peace, not only for the good of their souls but 
for the safety of their women and children. He 
then ordered them to replace the crosses in their 
houses and those that had been broken on the road, 
to all of which the Indian agreed. 

Late the next day, December 16, the Indians 
of Zia replied to the letter from Mendoza by 
sending El Pupiste [or Cupiste], the governor of 
Santa Ana, to see Mendoza. He came into the 
Spanish camp with a cross around his neck and 
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announced that his people in the sierras of Los 
Jemez had received a letter from the Lieutenant 
General in which peace terms were offered them. 
Since his people were suffering from the snow and 
cold of the winter and wanted to return to their 
pueblos, he had come to find out if the letter was 
authentic. In case it was he stated that he was 
ready to announce, on behalf of the Indians of Zia 
and Santa Ana, that all the inhabitants of these 
two pueblos were waiting to acknowledge their 
obedience to the two majesties [God and king]. 
Mendoza assured him that the letter was authentic 
and told him to return to his people and have them 
erect arches In their pueblos for his reception, 
since he himself was going to visit them soon. To 
all Pupiste agreed just as Catiti had done. At 
the same time the Tiwa Indian who had asked for a 
letter to his people left, promising to conduct 
the inhabitants to Sandia, Puaray, and Alameda to 
meet the governor. 

The Indians did not return and Mendoza guessed trouble. 

From a young Indian mulatto, the Spaniards learned all and 

retreated to Isleta.19 

Interestingly, agriculture was made a point of conten

tion and possibly a factor in causing the rebellion. During 

the depositions (autos) made by various Pueblo Indians 

during the course of investigating causes for the rebellion, 

Spanish authorities were able to learn much of the possible 

resources surviving in New Mexico. The rebellious Indians 

had ordered all signs of Christianity destroyed, ordered all 

Indians to cease speaking the Castilian language, and, 

according to one Indian, they prohibited the sowing of 

"seeds of Castile" while trying to persuade the Indians to 

plant only native corn and beans. The witness went on to 

explain that they (the Indians) obeyed in everything "except 

with regard to the seeds." The Pueblos had grown to depend 

on farming and food storage. The same depositions revealed 

that the Indians had "a large amount of grain and other 
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provisions," at Cochiti, San Felipe, San Ildefonso, Santa 

Ana, and Zia.20 

Problems raised by the rebellion eventually led to the 

destruction of Zia's main pueblo. After the winter at 

Isleta in 1681, Governor Otermin returned to El Paso and the 

Spaniards planned to return but delayed for about five years 

until 1687. The Spanish government spent large sums of 

money to reconquer New Mexico which it viewed as a strategic 

move against the French making inroads down the Mississippi 

River at this time. Don Domingo Jeronza Petriz de Cruzate 

followed Otermin as governor holding forth at El Paso. He 

in turn was succeeded by Pedro Reneros de Posada in 1686 to 

1689. Governor Reneros reconnoltered Zia in 1688 and 

captured some horses and sheep kept by the Indians. 

Governor Cruzate the following year succeeded in destroying 

Zia Pueblo In a bloody battle. Without dwelling unnecessar

ily on the battle, the surviving account stated briefly 

that: 

. . .with a few men under his command subdued the 
Indians of that town [I refer to Zia], by force of 
arms, about six hundred rebels dying in the fight. 
This figure does not include a good many others 
who were burned alive in their own houses because 
they could not give themselves up. This event 
took place on 29 August 1689. 

Historians believe hundreds of Indians of both sexes were 

killed as well as children and that four Zia leaders were 

shot in the plaza.21 

Zia returned to their allegiance to Spanish authori

ties during a visit there by Don Diego de Vargas on Thursday 

and Friday, 23 and 24 October 1692. The governor found the 
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pueblo In ruins but contacted the Zias "on the mesa of the 

Cerro Colorado." Here he reestablished friends and allies, 

baptized children, and appointed a new governor to rule the 

Zia. Their chieftain, Antonio Malacate, requested de Vargas 

to make such an appointment, the chieftain being old and 

sick and unable to exercise and attend to his office. The 

canny old chieftain doubtless side-stepped rivalry among the 

Zia males as de Vargas selected Bartolo a "tall and comely 

Indian" and ordered him to watch over the Zia and to perform 

the "duties of greatest to both Majesties [God and king]." 

This would be a modified version for reaccomplishing the Act 

of Obedience which the governor eventually performed over 

the submissive Pueblos.22 

In 1888 Matilda Coxe Stevenson visited the ruins on the 

mesa northwest of the pueblo of Zia which she described as 

having well-defined walls of rectangular structures, of 

considerable size, and covering many acres. The Zia told 

her these had been "great farming districts of 

Po-shai-yan-ne" (a messiah). Each field was separated from 

other fields by stone walls. She was told the distances 

from water and the field Induced the Indians to return to 

the pueblo occupied by the Zia today.23 

DeVargas urged the Zia to rebuild their pueblo and 

furnished tools toward that end. Progress of the reconquest 

under Governor de Vargas held little more of significance 

for Zia except that the former Governor Don Domingo Jironza 

Petriz de Cruzate purportedly Issued or reissued land grants 

to the occupied pueblos. Each was to receive a league 
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measured in the cardinal directions from the church. A Zia 

ally named Bartolome de Ojeda related the pueblo boundaries 

to Governor Cruzate, and the ensuing documents made in El 

Paso while the Spaniards temporarily resided there 

constituted the "league" grants. Zia had such a document to 

be taken up under the section in this paper dealing with the 

United States surveyor general and recognition of Zia lands. 

The Zia were chastized, according to Ojeda who reported 

to Governor Cruzate, into being frightened so they would 

yield to the Spanish. The governor described Zia as "most 

prominent in the battles of that kingdom of New Mexico, as 

it was the best fortified Pueblo." He then assigned Zia one 

league in the cardinal directions, each to be measured from 

the four corners of the church north of the pueblo. This 

document served as a basis for creating the current Zia 
24 

reservation. 

Zia in the Eighteenth Century to 1821 

Whether the Cruzate grant had a bearing on Zia Indians 

returning to the site of the main pueblo and the location of 

the mission and convent Is not certain but resettlement took 

place very early in the eighteenth century. Mission reports 

in 1706 showed the mission under care of Father Fray Agustin 

de Colina who was rebuilding the church. The same report 

gave Zia a population of "about five hundred Christians 

Indians . . . and others keep coming down from the 
25 

mountains, where they are still in insurrection." 

The mission continued to be occupied by missionaries, and it 

was during these years the Zia initiated sheep and cattle 
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husbandry of which very little is known. Dry farming and 

irrigation were both practiced by the Zia, Jemez and Santa 

Ana from the late A.D. 1200 onward. 

Until the arrival in New Mexico of Father Fray 

Francisco Anatasio Dominguez in 1776, descriptions of Zia 

were frustratingly brief. The ministers who served during 

the Spanish and Mexican periods were Franciscans and subject 

to periodic "inspections" from central offices. Some of 

these visitors wrote about what they found here. Such 

occurred in 1730 with the arrival of Bishop Benito Crespo 

from Durango, Mexico. He reported mainly on the Indian 

population along the Jemez River. 

The pueblo of Jemez has 59 families and 307 
persons; Zia 61 families and 318 persons; and 
Santa Ana has 42 families and 209 persons and the 
distance from Jemez to Santa Ana is six leagues of 
flat terrain, with Zia in between, so that after 
having said mass at Jemez, I was at Zia at 
eight-thirty. I celebrated confirmations there, 
and in the afternoon I went to Santa Ana where I 
also celebrated them. There was more than enough 
time to reach this place [Bernalillo], which is 
two leagues from the aforesaid pueblo of Santa 
Ana. * 

There is no way to verify if all the Zia had moved into the 

main village even at this late date, and the bishop appeared 

unaware of other settlements. 

Stronger indications of farming activities in this area 

came via the reports of Father Fray Miguel de Menchero, 

officer of the Inquisition who was directed to examine books 

••Bernalillo was located west of the Rio Grande at that 
date. 

and writings. His report, dated 10 May 1744, referred to 
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ranches owned by Zia. Further, 

The mission of Zia is twenty leagues to the 
west of the capitol [Santa Fe]. It has more than 
eighty families, and is situated on a hill at the 
edge of a small river. It has two ranches, in one 
of which lives a woman called La Galvana, who was 
captured when a child by the Indians of the Navajo 
nation. After the Indians had held her, and the 
ranches, in their power for sixteen years, she was 
ransomed by the Spaniards; and as they kept her 
for so long the Indians of the said nation made 
friendly visits to her, and in this way the father 
of the said mission has been able to instruct some 
of them. 

Unfortunately, Father Menchero neglected to give the final 

disposition of the two ranches except to imply that they 

were relinquished after sixteen years. He made no reference 

to their locations.26 

The Friar Manuel San Juan Nepomuceno y Trigo wrote 

extensively of the missions and mission life in New Mexico 

in 1754. The report established for a certainty the Pueblo 

Indians were raising sheep and wheat and were tilling crops 

as instructed by the Franciscans. The same could be applied 

to Zia where the Indians supported the minister and mission. 

. . .From the mission of Nuestra Senor de Santa 
Ana,two leagues distant in the same direction and 
across the mission lands is the sierra [of the] 
mission, very dark and forbidding, whose Indians 
give the minister for attendance upon the convent 
two boy students of the doctrine, a bell-ringer, a 
porter, a cook, two grinding-women, and wood 
enough for the kitchen and the ovens. They also 
sow for the minister two fanegas of wheat and one 
almud of corn, so that the discomforts of the poor 
religious are somewhat lessened. 

Again, the visiting Franciscan reported more on the condi

tions and subsistence furnished the minister than he did for 

the Indians. One must assume the Spanish techniques for 

farming and animal husbandry were gradually supplementing 
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the Indian traditions in these areas.27 Pueblo farming 

followed the same patterns from distant prehistoric times, 

there is little sign of change. Animal husbandry, of 

course, is a different matter. 

For the first time there appeared official census 

figures for Zia about 1750. Only the resident minister knew 

how accurate these figures might have been, and he doubtless 

furnished them from baptismal, marriage, and death records. 

What was reported as the 1750 census for the custodia of San 

Pablo for 1750 appeared to have been made in 1749. The 

custodia included Zia Pueblo and the mission with Father 

Fray Pedro Montano. The number given by the census was 600 

Indians and 100 whites. Ten years later Zia was visited by 

Bishop Pedro Tamaron y Romeral who gave the population as 

150 Indian families and 568 persons. Thus, mid-century 

figures probably ran somewhere between 550 to 650 

Indians.'50 

By far the most revealing description of Zia during the 

eighteenth century was made by Father Fray Francisco 

Atanasio Domingues In 1776 who was visiting under orders to 

render a complete, detailed report on both the spiritual and 

economic status of the missions. After locating Zia on up 

the Jemez River fronT the pueblo of Santa Ana about two 

leagues, he described the church, convent, and pueblo adding 

what must be our first historic account of the Zia farming 

and irrigating. Speaking of the "lands and Fruits" in 

support of the mission, he remarked: 

There is a milpa to the west down the hill on 
which the pueblo stands. If wheat is planted, it 
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takes more than a fanega and a half, which yield 
about 30 fanegas; and, sown with maize, it takes 
about 5 almuds, which yield about 20 fanegas. 
Beyond this milpa there is a small plot for green 
vegetables, of which some are harvested. On the 
east and also down the said hill is another milpa 
like the above in every way. The large amount 
sown in them and the small crop show that they are 
not very good, but they help. They are irrigated 
from the river understood to be in the said 
Canada. The pueblo does the sowing. 

Father Dominguez was more specific in describing the farming 

being done by the Zias in support of the mission. However, 

his comments about Zia farming reveal much more about their 

use of arable lands for farming as well as their efforts to 

irrigate and the tribe's great dependency upon the water in 

the Jemez River. His comments were as follows: 

. . .There are some [arable lands] in several 
small canadas of the hills to the south, others 
near the mesa in the north, and the Indians of 
this pueblo have farm lands for a league upstream 
and a league downstream along the river of the 
aforesaid canadas, as wide as fit into it. The 
land in the small canadas is always dependent on 
rain. Those along the river are watered from It 
when the rains are heavy; when they are not, there 
are difficulties. In view of this and because the 
said lands are very sterile, so little is harvest
ed that when things go well, they make the most of 
that year. The natives are^Queres, whose native 
tongue they speak, and also Spanish, but brokenly. 

Father Dominguez counted 125 families and 416 persons which 

coincided with earlier reports.29 

Father Fray Juan Agustin de Morfi noted the importance 

of the Jemez River to Zia in 1782. He arrived in that year 

and compiled a "geography" of New Mexico — some data 

derived first hand and other from accounts — for the 

edification of Franciscan officials in Mexico City. He 

found eight alcaldlas, or political jurisdictions headed by 

alcalde mayores of which Zia was part of Alcaldia de Queres 
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(Keres). Other alcaldias at this time were Santa Fe, Santa 

Cruz de la Canada, Taos, San Carlos de Alameda, Albuquerque, 

Laguna, and Zuni. Unfortunately, the statements did not 

contain enough detail. 

The mission of Nuestra Senora de la Assumpcion de 
Zia of Queres Indians has an excellent location on 
a hill at twenty leagues from Santa Fe and on the 
bank of a little stream which waters its lands and 
takes its name. It rises in the Sierra of Los 
Xemes, runs to the west, united with another of 
brackish water, which has its origin in some 
springs at one and one half leagues to the west of 
this mission, and debouches into the Rio Grande. 
At four leagues from the pueblos at the spring of 
water called El Espiritu Santo there were a long 
time ago large haciendas. Today they are 
deserted. In 1707 five hundred families lived 
there; in 1744, eighty families; in 1765, one 
hundred and fifty families; in 1779; eighty-seven 
families; and five hundred and eighty souls, In 
the former year of [17]65. 

Father Morfi hinted at the Zia connection with the Espiritu 

Santo area but stated almost nothing about farming and 

grazing rvtxrr 1 ricr . "*" 

Zia Land Acquisitions in the Eighteenth Century 

Zia took the initiative to acquire a large and choice 

area contiguous to their league grant In 1766 when her 

officials along with representatives from Jemez and Santa 

Ana pueblos successfully petitioned the governor for the 

valley "commonly called the Holy Ghost spring;" Ojo del 

Espiritu Santo. Transactions over the ensuing grant only 

spoke of the great advantages to the Indians this land held 

but revealed something of farming and grazing conditions at 

Zia as well as the conditions under which this grant was 

made to the three pueblos jointly. 
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The petition was presented to Governor Don Tomas Veles 

Cachupin in June by the attorney, Felipe Tafoya, represent

ing the Indians. Zia officials led the three tribes in 

declaring that they had been using the valley encompassed 

for pasturage since their founding and shared the same with 

horses from the Royal Cavalry at Santa Fe. Zia especially 

lacked pasturage near their settlement where "the greater 

part of their fields are upland and some of them in the 

glens of said valley [canadas] adjoining their said Pueblo." 

Boundaries set forth by the petition included "from north to 

south, this is a ford of stone which is the boundary of the 

residents of the Puerco River, to the Ventana, something 

like eight leagues more or less, and from the east to west, 

this is from the Pueblo of Zia which is nearest to the 

petitioned lands, to the Puerco River, some six leagues more 

or less over which distance one encounters no useful lands 

for planting because the waters are scarce and in short 

supply and the land is only useful for pasturing cattle and 

sheep which abound in the said Pueblos." On 6 August 1766 

Governor Cachupin issued a decree granting these lands 

encompassed by the above boundaries and on 28 September the 

alcalde mayor "of the Pueblos of the Queres Nation" 

performed the act of possession with governors and casiques 

of the three pueblos present. •"• 

Zia officials made two significant purchases sometime 

during the eighteenth century, prior to 1786. These were 

clearly described during the proceedings to issue the town 

of San Ysidro grant under Governor Juan Bautista de Anza. 
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The grant involved lands between the Jemez and Zia league 

grants and other lands owned by the Indians, Don Antonio 

Neris Montoya consulted with representatives from both 

tribes before executing the act of possession. It.was during 

these investigations that the Zia purchases came to light. 

In Don Antonio's own words from his report to Governor de 

Anza: 

. . .having summoned the natives of the Pueblos of 
San Diego de Jemez and Cia [Zia], who are adjacent 
residents, and having measured the league belong
ing to them, with two hundred and sixty-two varas 
more, with which they expressed themselves satis
fied; some of the Indian having planted some small 
patches and not to offend them, I allowed them to 
retain possession of them, with your Excellency's 

Fermisslon. I also proceeded to the Pueblo of Cia 
Zia] and measured the league belonging to that 

pueblo, with the further amount of one thousand 
six hundred and thirty-two varas which the Indians 
purchased from Juan Galvan, as shown by the title 
deeds of said purchase, and the aforementioned 
lands I assigned and added thereto one thousand 
varas more, the Indians having asked me for it, 
and the said Indians having shown to me a sale 
made by the the late Miguel Montoya, which 
boundaries are in canon commonly called El Rito 
Salado; that this canon is the pasture ground and 
summer range of their cattle; the boundaries for 
which land are the same called for in the 
title-deed; on the north a red hill; on the south 
a white table-land, and on the east the Jemez 
river itself; and having informed myself of the 
contents of the two deeds, and having found in 
them only what has been above stated, I gave the 
two pueblos to understand what belonged to each of 
them -- that of Cia [Zia] what they had acquired 
by purchase, and that of Jemez what had been 
granted to them by His Majesty. . . 

Don Antonio Montoya then measured the land between the 

pueblos available for the grant and found the measurement 

contained two thousand nine hundred varas. He then took the 

grantees and witnesses by the hand, walked over the land, 

"pulled grass, threw stones toward the four winds of heaven, 
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and we all exclaimed three times, 'Long Life to the King Our 

Sovereign.' " 3 2 

The above transactions involved fairly large tracts 

running into several thousand acres. The town of San Ysidro 

has as it borders: 

on the north the lands of Jemez; on the south the 
lands of the Pueblo of Zia; on the west the 
mountain of the Espiritu Santo Spring, at the 
place commonly called Los Bancos; on the east the 
lands of the aforementioned senior justice, 
Antonio Nerio Montoya, which is the road leading 
from Cochiti to Jemez. . . 

This area probably covered three thousand acres, more or 
33 

less. 

Zia Lands During the Mexican Period, 1821-1846 

Mexican authorities accepted the agrarian Pueblos as 

citizens and under the old Spanish laws retained by Mexico, 

their lives in New Mexico, for the moment, went on without 

perceptible changes. The various treaties and decrees 

related to Mexico's Independence from Spain declared all 

inhabitants of Mexico "without distinction, whether 

European, Africans, or Indians, are citizens of this 

monarchy," meaning Mexico. The Pueblo Indians, including 

Zia, were considered wards of the Spanish crown; and despite 
. c 

the sweeping changes introduced by the independence in 1821, 

historians of the area generally accept the fact that the 

Pueblos continued to survive under a Mexican 
34 

"wardship." Pueblo Indians continued to raise stock, to 

farm, and to hunt game on their lands as they had under the 

Spanish. 
Politically the traditional territorial divisions 
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represented by the alcaldias of the eighteenth century still 

had strong influence; and through the alacaldes authorities 

in Santa Fe could gather census data, make levies, and 

execute general administration to include the protection of 

the Pueblo Indians in their lives and properties. On 4 

January 1823 the government in Santa Fe divided New Mexico 

into four districts (partidos) in order to apportion a levy 

voted by the Mexican congress. Some of the Pueblos appeared 

In the districts but others remained under the old alcaldla 

system. The division ran as follows: El Vado de Pecos, 

Cochiti, Jemez, and Alameda (doubtless Including Zia) in the 

District of Santa Fe; Villa de Albuquerque included Isleta, 

Tome, Belen, Socorro, and Laguna; and Villa de Santa Cruz de 

la Canada which had three ayuntamientos (townships) includ

ing San Juan, Abiquiu, and San Lorenzo Real.36 

On 22 May 1837 the system changed to comply with the 

Mexican constitution of 1836 which created the Department of 

New Mexico as part of the departmental system for the entire 

republic. On that day the New Mexico departmental assembly 

reorganized the entire area Into two districts. The first 

district included the alcaldias of Vado, Santa Fe, San 

Ildefonso, Canada, Abiquiu, Ojo Caliente, San Juan, Chama, 

Trampas, and Taos. The pueblo of Zia was recognized as a 

corporate entity within the second, in which the assembly 

placed the alcaldias of Cochiti, Jemez, Sandia, Albuquerque, 

Isleta, Tome, Valencia, Belen, Sablnal, Socorro, and Laguna, 

together with the pueblos of Acoma and Zunl.37 

Mexican administration of Zia moved to Algodones after 
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1844. In that year, Governor Mariano Martinez, newly 

appointed by authorities in Chihuahua, sought to initiate 

many reforms in the department, particularly centered on 

matters of law and order. He believed New Mexico to be 

poorly organized and difficult to administer through the 

existing two districts. Accordingly, on 17 June 1844 

Governor Martinez' decree, passed by the assembly, realigned 

the entire department into three districts: 

Article 1. The Department shall be divided into 
three districts called Central, North, and South
west. 

Article 2. Central District shall be divided into 
three parts called Santa Fe, Santa Ana, and San 
Miguel del Vado, with the capitol at Santa Fe. 

Article 3. Santa Fe shall be composed of Santa 
Fe, San Ildefonso, Pojoaque, Nambe, Cyamungue, 
Tesuque, Rio de Tesuque, Cienega, Cieneguilla, 
Agua Fria, Galisteo, Real del Oro, and Tuerto. 
The Capital is Santa Fe and the population 12,500. 

Article 4. The second division is made up of 
Mojada, Cochiti, Pena Blanca, Chile', Santo 
Domingo, Cubero, San Felipe, Jemez, Zia, Santa 
Ana, Angostura, and Algodones. Population is 
12,5006 inhabitants and the chief city Algodones. 

Article 5. The third division Is eomposed of 
Pecos, Gusano, Rio de la Baca, Mulas, Estranosa, 
San Jose, San Miguel del Vado, Pueblo, Puerteclto, 
Cuesta, Cerrito, Anton Chico, Tecolote, Vegas, and 
Sapello. The head will be San Miguel and the 
population is 18,800 inhabitants. 

Article 6. District of the North is divided into 
two parts called Rio Arriba and Taos, and the 
Capitol is at Los Luceros. 

Article 7. The first includes Santa Cruz de la 
Canada, Chimayo, Quemada, Truchas, Santa Clara, 
Vega Chama, Cuchillo, Abiquiu, Rito Colorado, Ojo 
Caliente, Ranchitos, Chamita, San Juan, Rio 
Arriba, Joya, and Embudo. The chief center is Los 
Luceros and the population is 15,500 inhabitants. 
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Article 8. The second division includes Taos, San 
Fernando, San Francisco, Arroyo Hondo, Arroyo 
Seco, Desmontes, Cieneguilla, Plcuris, Santa 
Barbara, Frananos, Chamisal, Yano, Penasco, Mora, 
Huerfano, and Zimarron. The center of this 
division is San Fernando, and the population is 
30,600. 

Article 9. The Southwest District is divided into 
two parts: Valencia and Bernalillo. 

Article. 10 The first division includes Valencia, 
San Hernando, Tome, Jemez, Casa Colorado, 
Sevilleta, Sablno, Parlda Padrones, Socorro, 
Lemitar, Polvaderos, Sabinal, Belen, Lunas, 
Lentes, Zunl, Acoma, Laguna, Rio Sebolleta, and 
the head of the division Is Valencia and the 
population is 20,000. 

Article 11. The second division includes Ysleta, 
Padilla, Pajarito, Ranchos de Atrisco, Placer, 
Albuquerque, Alameda, Corrales, Sandia, and 
Bernalillo. The population is 8,204 and the whole 
district has 28,204. 

The Pueblos were grouped along with other communities, more 

or less by area. The pueblo of Zia continued to be 

recognized as a political body but with its political center 

shifted from Bernalillo to Algodones. This status did not 

change after the United States took over the area in 1846, 

and gradually the Zia lands became part of Sandoval 
36 

County. 

Pueblo of Zia Census Through Spanish and Mexico Rule 

Year Census Data 

1748 or 1749 600 Indians; 100 whites 
568 persons 1760 150 families 

1776 125 families 
1779-1782 87 families 
1790 275 

416 persons 
580 persons 

1821 196 

The 1790 census, probably the first comprehensive 

counting of people of New Mexico, allowed for a comparison 
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of population size for the pueblos: 

Acoma 820 
Cochiti 720 
Isleta 410 
Jemez 485 
Laguna 668 
Nambe 155 
Pecos 152 
Plcuris 259 
Pojoaqu 53 
Sandia 304 

San Felipe . . . . 532 
San Ildefonso . . .240 
San Juan . . . . .260 
Santa Ana. . . . . 356 
Santa Clara . . . .134 
Santo Domingo . . .650 
Taos 518 
Tesuque 138 
Zlaj 275o7 
Zuni l^S 0*' 
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